T H E T O W ER
July/August 2017

EDITORIAL
We hope that you are all enjoying what promises to be a nice summer and have
not suffered too much on the one or two hot days that we have had recently.
One of the good things (or bad, depending upon your point of view) about living
in Britain is unpredictability. It may be unpredictability of the weather, which is
always a ‘hot’ topic of conversation, or as the past year has shown, the
unpredictability of the British people in their voting habits. Whilst we may all think
that certainty is a good thing, it is this unpredictability that makes living such a
great adventure. How often have we heard someone say “Well, who could have
predicted that!” We wonder just how many of you, say 20 years ago, could have
predicted that you would be living here in South Kyme. We most certainly would
have laughed at the idea. However, as fate (unpredictability) so often does, it has
given us and we hope those of you who are also ‘incomers’ to the village, or were
born in South Kyme a rare chance to enjoy living in a real English village with a
vibrant, friendly and active community - just a glance through this magazine
noting the number of clubs and activities advertised will endorse this. We should
all embrace this and where we can, help to support and maintain our village way
of life.
As our readers will know, we have been known to take in orphaned ducklings in
the past, but this year we have had to foster a Jackdaw that somehow managed
to get itself out of the nest in one of our chimneys before it was truly ready to
fledge and was then abandoned by its parents - not a single adult came near the
young bird during the afternoon and evening of its appearance on our lawn and
at dusk, it was taken into care in case one of the neighbours cats decided to
make a house call. The young Jackdaw is now thriving and has in its turn
adopted us as surrogate parents. Corvids (The crow family) generally get a bad
press and have down through the ages been heavily persecuted (unjustly so in
our opinion) by man for a variety of reasons. They are very intelligent and
ingenious birds and our orphan is giving us an insight into their behaviour and
development by how it reacts to new toys and challenges introduced to his cage.
We hope that we will be able to return him to the wild, but research has led us to
think that this may not be possible and we may be fostering for up to 15 years how unpredictable was that.
Mervyn & Judy Head

Contributions for ‘THE TOWER’ should be emailed to:
Mervynhead@outlook.com, or posted at 52 High Street, South Kyme
Items for the September/October issue must be received by 25 August 2017
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
SOUTH KYME TABLE TENNIS CLUB
The club meets in the village hall on Tuesday evenings from 7.30 p.m.
Membership is £5.00/year, with a session fee of £1.50. Age restriction is 16+
and any new members will be welcome. We have 3 tables and plenty of bats
and balls. Tables can also be hired by non members at other times for £2.50
per hour per person. To book, please call 01526 861566 or 01526 869297
SOUTH KYME WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
South Kyme WI meets in the village Hall at 7:30pm on the first Thursday of the
month, why not come and join us? The yearly membership fee is £39.00
which works out at £3:25 a month. You are welcome to come along to a
meeting to see if you like us and want to join. For further details please
contact Mary Jackson on 01526 860489 or Pam Bunker on 01526 861323
or go to our website at http:/www.skwi/.com
Our July meeting is all about taking good photographs. Our very talented and
successful WI member will lead us as we attempt to take stunning pictures.
Our backdrop is in another of our member’s garden.
In August we are ‘going to the Dog's’ - date to be advised.
SOUTH KYME PETANQUE (BOULES) CLUB
The season is now well under away and the sounds of colliding boules
followed by Gaellic expressions can be heard down the High Street. We
meet on Monday evenings behind the village hall starting at around 7pm.
There are plenty of boules available and sessions only cost £2. It's great
fun, unless you drop a boule on your toe! For information ring Robin on 01526
861566.
SOUTH KYME SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB
The club meets in the village hall at 7.15-10.00 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Membership is £5.00/year, with a session/match fee of £2.00. New members
will be most welcome.
SOUTH KYME LADIES KEEP FIT GROUP
The ladies keep fit group sessions are now on each Friday afternoon (unless
otherwise announced) from 2.30 pm - 3.30 pm. The fee is £15.00/month, so
please do come along and experience a work out tailored to suit your
individual needs by the qualified fitness instructor. For further details, please
contact Josie on 01526 860645.
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LOCAL LIBRARY SERVICES
MOBILE LIBRARY VAN
The library van will be outside South Kyme village hall from 10.30 - 11.00 am
on the following dates - always on a Monday:
3 July, 31 July, 25 September, 23 October, 20 November, 18 December
HECKINGTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The library is situated on the ground floor of the parish council building in St
Andrews Street, Heckington, opposite the church. The library is open to
residents of South Kyme and has computers installed for public use.
Opening hours are:

Monday - Saturday
Wednesday
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10.00 am - 12.00 noon
10.00 am - 4.30 pm

COMMUNITY POLICING
Contact details for your Neighbourhood Policing Team at the Sleaford Police
Station, The Hoplands, Boston Road, Sleaford, NG34 7LZ are:
PC 569
PC 400
PC 418
PCSO
PCSO
PCSO

Derbyshire
McLardy
Green
Kennedy
Ironmonger
Welby-Everard

To contact any of the above officers, please dial 101 and extension 3858
FOR EMERGENCIES CALL 999, or LINCS POLICE HQ on 01522
532222
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY
& ALL SAINTS
Vicar:
Churchwardens

Rev Mike Rose
Mrs J Morris
Mr M Cass

Tel: 01526 861746
Tel: 01526 861269
Tel: 01526 860857

Church Services
Date
16 July
30 July
6 August
20 August

Time
11.00 am
10.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

Service
Family Service
Group Service at Billinghay
Holy Communion
Family Service

Letter from the Vicar
Our nation has faced a series of appalling tragedies over the past six months.
The attacks in Manchester, London, the Grenfell Tower Fire, and the Finsbury
Park Mosque attack have opened up severe wounds in our society. The healing
we seek is for those who have lost loved ones in all of these horrible events. In
the midst of these crises we have witnessed tremendous acts of bravery from
members of the public, our emergency services and others who have rallied
round to assist in the best way they can. No one is immune from these events.
We have lost two people from our Diocese in terrorist attacks abroad. Her
Majesty The Queen has described our nation as in a 'sombre mood', and that
we remain 'resolute in the face of adversity'. We turn to God in prayer. Prayer
for healing, prayer for unity and prayer that we will remain a compassionate
people. A small part of our local response to all of this is a special service of
'prayers and light and colour' in July which will take place at St Oswald's,
Walcott on Wednesday 26th July at 7pm. Please bring with you a small
handkerchief or scarf of a colour that is important to you.
The moment has arrived that Sue Rose will be become The Reverend Suzanne
Rose. Sue will serve her title at St Botolph's Church, Boston (Boston Stump)
for three years. We pray for Sue and all that God will open up for her in her
ministry. Congratulations Sue.
May God bless you all this summer, and keep you safe whether at home or
travelling abroad.
Your Vicar,
Mike.
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SOUTH KYME PARISH COUNCIL
Finally, summer has arrived and with high temperatures forecast over the next few days,
we should make the most of the good weather. The impromptu Village Tidy Group
meeting early one evening in the second week of June has never seen the village looking
more pristine. A big thank you to the small number of dedicated individuals who gave up
their spare time to help mow and strim all the grass in the village, including the church
yard. The Tidy Group continues to do an outstanding job and generally meets on the last
Saturday of the month at 8.30 am behind the Coronation Hall and, after about a 3-hour
session mowing, strimming and litter picking, retires to the Hume for lunch and
refreshments. A convivial group, the next Tidy Group clean-ups are Saturday 29 July and
26 August. Please come along and help and get to know your village and other residents.
The last Parish Council meeting coincided with an AGM at which Cllr Coy was elected as
vice chair. Two parish councillor vacancies remain unfilled, although one of these should
be filled by co-option at the next meeting in July. We still await a decision from DBEIS on
the Heckington Fen Wind Farm and with only 8 months left to the original planning
application deadline, no news is still good news. The Children’s Play Area initiative is now
moving forward with a great deal of support indicated by most parents. Having now
chaired an outline options meeting at the beginning of June and stood up the Working
Group, 2 options (indoor or outdoor versions at the Village hall) will be presented to the
Village Hall Committee at a meeting in the coming weeks for a final decision as to viability.
If accepted and endorsed, the Chair of the working group (Mrs Michelle Taylor) will then
take this initiative forward, with the help of NKDC specialists and parents, and will report
regularly to the parish council.
Fortuitously, a few weeks ago some of us managed to bump into the best kept village
judges whilst they were doing their preliminary rounds. All indications suggest they were
very impressed with the state of the village and it is therefore reasonable to expect that we
might make the final cut – fingers crossed. More still needs to be done however, so
please let us make a collective effort to try and win this prestigious accolade and keep our
gardens neat and tidy. You will have all noticed that SID (Speed Indicator Device) is back
up and now working properly which should help slow most of the traffic coming through
the village. The Dog Warden continues with her rounds and we have asked for a
consultation meeting with the NKDC environmental manager to try and effect further
measures to reduce dog fouling and to penalise the extremely anti-social miscreants who
still fail to pick up after their dogs. Similarly, and after the poor workmanship shown by the
sub-contractors who re-surfaced part of Town Bridge, we are seeking a meeting with the
Highways Manager to discuss all the old outstanding issues.
To broaden the appeal of the parish council and to also make us more accessible to
parishioners, but mainly the younger generations, we are looking to set up a council
Facebook site. Once this has been put into effect I will let you know all the details.
Council spending over £100 approved at the last meeting was:
Clerk’s Salary
£1444.32
Liability Insurance Premium
£211.75
South Kyme Festival (Mayday event) £500.00
The next council meeting and public forum will commence at 7.30 pm on 20 July in the
Coronation Hall.
E S Langley (Chairman)
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MEDIUMSHIP - OPEN PLATFORM EVENINGS
These monthly meetings are now well established and popular. The next two
meetings will be on Saturday 1 July and Saturday 12 August starting at 7.30pm.
You may be looking for a starting point, or would like to enjoy the atmosphere and get a
chance of a reading. You may be a fledgling medium looking for somewhere to practice
your reading and do some platform work. You are all welcome.
Refreshments are available. There is a £5 entrance fee to work or watch. For details
contact Grace Laycy on 07790452572 or at Psychicgracy@aol.com
INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE UNITED KINGDOM
Nazi officer Rudolf Hess was the last prisoner held in the Tower of London, for four days
in 1941.
In the 16th century, Britain’s Queen Elizabeth I decreed that mutton could be served only
with bitter herbs, intending to stop people from eating the sheep in order to help the wool
trade. Her subjects discovered mint sauce improved the taste of the meat, and it’s been
a favourite condiment for roast lamb ever since.
Cheshire, the oldest named English cheese, has appeared on English menus since Roman times.
The first fish and chips restaurant was opened in 1860 in London by a Jewish immigrant
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At the time of writing we have just begun the last half term of
another school year. I am not quite sure where all the time
goes and we have a lot to pack into a few weeks before we
break up for the summer holidays on 19 July.
On 26 May we hosted the French Exchange group from
Ballon in school. We had an extremely enjoyable morning
where the French children over on the exchange spent some
time in classes then each of our classes performed to the
French Exchange group and their hosts from Billinghay. We look forward to welcoming
them into school again on their next visit.
We are significantly over subscribed for our Reception intake for September 2017. There
are a number of different induction events taking place this term for pupils new to school
in Reception 2017. We look forward to working with all our new parents and children over
the coming weeks to ensure all our new children have a smooth and happy transition into
our reception class in September. We are moving to 6 classes from September 2017
meaning we will have single aged classes in 3 of our 6 classes.
I am delighted to announce that school have succeeded in getting a place on the Jaguar
Primary Challenge from September 2017. This is a STEM project (designed to inspire
young children to take part in science, technology, engineering and maths activities) that
is run nationwide. Our pupils will design and build their own car, working as part of a team
learning how to use engineering equipment.
I would like to thank everyone for their ongoing support and we look forward to continued
success in the final term of the school year.
With best wishes
Mr R Allen, Headteacher
DOG WARDEN’S REPORT
Hello, I hope you are all enjoying the sunshine. Just remember our Canine companions
wear fur coats and their paws are incredibly sensitive. If the sun has been pounding the
ground all day, the ground stores this heat so will burn your dog’s paws and also increase
their body temperature, so try and take them out early in the morning or late at night once
the heat of the sun has gone. I'm surprised at how many people I've seen on my travels
this week walking their dogs in the middle of the day when the sun is at its hottest! Also
there is more poop building up on the river banks again. Can I please remind you that it is
an on the spot fixed penalty finable offence for not picking up after your dog and of course
pure laziness. We have 4 bins within the village, so a bin is never far away. Also as the
school holidays are approaching please make sure your children are equipped with poop
bags when they walk the family dog,as if not, you will be served with the fixed penalty
notice as no one is exempt from picking up their dog’s mess other than blind people and
their service dogs are trained not to go to the loo when they are working.
Emma-Louise Simpson
South Kyme Dog Warden
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NOTICES
GARDEN PARTY
On 15 July at 19 High Street, there will be a garden party and table top sale to
raise funds for our church. There will also be a BBQ, tea, coffee and cakes.
If you would like to book a table (£5 per table) at this event, please contact
Sue on 01526 861263, or Joise on 01526 860645. Please come along and
enjoy a chat and good food.
THE HUME
The next coffee mornings will take place from 11 am on Wednesday 12 July
and Wednesday 9 August. A selection of cakes will be available.
THE SOUTH KYME ANNUAL PUMPKIN GROWING COMPETITION
Have fun growing the biggest pumpkin and win a prize. 1st and 2nd for largest
and a fun prize for the smallest, plus a prize for the best decorated pumpkin.
Entry fee is £3.50, or £1.50 for children, which includes entry to the cheese
and wine evening for the judging of the pumpkins. You can use your own
seeds, or get them free when you pay your entry fee at 65 High Street, South
Kyme. Entry closes 30 June.
Judging will take place in the village hall on Friday 20 October at 7 .30 pm.
Other than competitors, entry fee is £3.50, or £1.50 for children,
All proceeds will be donated to The Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance.
Pauline Midgley
MACMILLAN CANCER COFFEE MORNING
Brownlow Close will again host an afternoon tea and coffee event from 2 .00
pm to 4.00 pm on Wednesday 16 August to raise funds for MacMillan Cancer.
The event was very well attended last year and we are hoping that you will all
come and support us this year to raise even more money for this very
worthwhile charity.
CALLING ALL RUNNERS!
The 2017 Three River Challenge race will be run on Sunday 5 November,
with a 10.00 am start from the South Kyme Coronation Hall. It is a circular
route running approximately 15 miles along the rivers Slea, Skirth and
Witham. Hot refreshments will be at the finish line.
Visit 3rc.south-kyme.co.uk or visit our Facebook page for further details,
photos and to download an entry form.
If you're not a runner but are able to help with marshalling etc.,please contact
Caroline or Craig on 01526 860188.
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SOUTH KYME CORONATION HALL

July and August see the usual activities of Monday Dance Groups and Boules,
Tuesday Table Tennis, Wednesday Bowls and Friday Keep Fit. Why not
come and try one of these activities?
The Open Platform meetings for people interested in Mediumship are now well
established and popular. The next two meetings will be held on Saturday 1
July and Saturday 12 August. Please see separate item for details.
Cafe Kyme mornings will continue on the first Tuesday of the month, so we
look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 4 July and Tuesday 1 August. They
are a great opportunity for a good 'chin wag' inbetween munching on some
delicious home baked cakes. Homemade soup is also available.
The floor of the Hall has become badly worn over the years. The original pine
flooring was well laid and is fine but it needs re-varnishing. We have decided
to have this work done professionally. The work will take a week to complete
and will start on Monday 17 July. This obviously means that the Hall cannot be
used during that week. Our apologies to regular users and club members.
Normal business will start on Monday 24. July.
If anyone would like to get involved in the Hall or has any suggestions about
future events/activities or how we can further improve this facility please let us
know. South Kyme Village Hall is YOUR Village Hall.
Our next Committee Meeting will be held in The Hume on Monday 21 August
starting at 7.30. Please come along, you are always welcome.
Josie Philips
Chairman

FREE BOOK EXCHANGE
Please come along and exchange your books free of charge. The Coronation
Hall is open weekly for book exchanges on Tuesday 7.30-8.30 pm,
Wednesday 7.30-10.00 pm and Friday 2.00-4.00 pm.
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PHOTOCOPYING SERVICE
Available for copies up to A3 size,
with reduction/enlarging facilities.
Prices per sheet (standard 80gsm)
Black & white: up to A4 size 6p
up to A3 size 12p
Colour:

up to A4 size 35p

Contact Judy at:
52 High Street, South Kyme.
Tel: 01526 861098
SOUTH KYME
CORONATION HALL
BOOKING RATES
FOR BOOKINGS
TEL: Robin on 01526 861566
Email: enquiries.skvh@gmail.com
HIRE RATES
Main Hall :
Village Resident - £50 all/part day
Non-Resident - £100 all/part day
Small Room :
Village Resident - £25 all/part day
Non-Resident - £50 all/part day
An hourly rate (£10 Main Hall, £8
small room) is also available for
groups wanting to use the Village
Hall regularly, or for anyone just
needing an hour or two.
Please call in for information on Golfing or
Social Membership details, or contact us
by phone on 01526 861113, by email at
info@skgc.co.uk, or visit our website at
www.skgc.co.uk.
Social members and guests please call n
or check the website for details of our
dining and social events
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If required, an alcohol licence is
available for £20.
A £20 set up fee and £20 clear up fee
will be charged if the hall is needed
the night before or the morning after
an event.
These rates include the use of the
kitchen, equipment and crockery.

PHOTO REPAIR / RESTORATION / SCANNING & PRINTING
Do you have any photographs you need restoring, retouching or reviving? If you have
an old photograph that is damaged or you want a copy I can help. I can restore and
repair damaged photographs, remove blemishes, build up missing areas through
damage, colourise and tint old black and white photos, enlarge, copy and even create
photo montages of your treasured memories.
Prices can vary considerably based on the amount of work required and the materials
needed, but may be roughly assessed as follows:
Level I:
Relatively small amounts of work - crop, repair minor scratches,
marks or blemishes on the background; adjust brightness, contrast & colour balance.
Prices from £9.50 to £12.25.
Level II:
As Level I + repair damaged edges & corners, creases and lines in
the background and minor marks and blemishes on the subject not requiring
extensive rebuilding; convert black & white or colour photographs to sepia tone or
sepia to black & white. Prices from £17.00 to £19.75.
Specialist: As Level II + repair to more significant damage, remove or add objects,
join photographs, replace backgrounds. Prices from £27.75 to £31.50.
Montage/Colourise/Tint: Prices on enquiry.
Additional Prints: up to 6" x 4" print £ 3.40
up to 5" x 7" print £ 4.90
up to 8" x 10" print £ 5.85
Please call or email for an individual quote.
Riverside Studio, Riverside Lodge, 52 High Street, South Kyme, Lincs LN4 4AE
Tel: 01526 861098
Email: judyhead1@outlook.com

DEFIBRILLATORS IN SOUTH KYME
In addition to the defibrillator unit at South Kyme Golf Club, there is also one
at Sycamore Farm, Clay Bank, South Kyme, which is available for village use
if it is ever required - phone either David Casswell on 07711746902 or
Michael on 07711746903
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
EMERGENCIES
ELECTRICITY
LINCOLNSHIRE POLICE HQ
FLOODLINE
WATER
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:

0800 6783 105
01522 532222
0845 9881188
0845 7145145
0800 807060

Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:
Tel:

0870 1224422
0808 800 2222
01476 592921
0845 7909090
0800 555111

HELP
CITIZENS ADVICE
PARENTLINE
RELATE
SAMARITANS
CRIME STOPPERS

DOCTORS SURGERIES & HOSPITALS
BILLINGHAY MEDICAL PRACTICE
Tel: 01526 860490
SWINESHEAD MEDICAL GROUP
Tel: 01205 820204
HECKINGTON MEDICALCENTRE
Tel: 01529 460213
BOSTON PILGRIM HOSPITAL
Tel: 01205 364801
LINCOLN COUNTY HOSPITAL
Tel: 01522 512512
EDUCATION
BILLINGHAY PRIMARY
St GEORGE’S ACADEMY, SLEAFORD
BOSTON COLLEGE

Tel: 01526 860786
Tel: 01529 302487
Tel: 01205 365701

TRANSPORT
BRYLAINE TRAVEL
TEL: 01205 364087
CALL CONNECT
TEL: 0845 234334
MAINLINE TRAIN STATIONS AT SLEAFORD, BOSTON AND LINCOLN.
LOCAL SERVICES FROM HECKINGTON, METHERINGHAM
& SWINESHEAD BRIDGE. FOR TIMETABLES
TEL: 0845 484950
COUNCILS
NORTH KESTEVEN DISTRICT COUNCIL
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR, JULIA HARRISON
LICOLNSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
COUNTY COUNCILLOR, BARRY YOUNG
PARISH COUNCIL

TEL:
TEL:
TEL:
TEL:
TEL:

01529 414155
01529 660887
01522 552222
01529 460205
01526 861098

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
DR CAROLINE JOHNSON MP
TEL: 01529 419000
Email: caroline.johnson.mp@parliament.uk
SOUTH KYME VILLAGE WEBSITES
PARISH COUNCIL
PETER BETTIS

http://parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/SouthKyme
http://www.south-kyme.co.uk
DOG WARDEN

EMMA-LOUISE SIMPSON

TEL: 07949898847
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